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Burning issues

June 5, 2007

Re "Plan to clean air may kill ambience," June 1

Our family drives relatively fuel-efficient cars, limits unnecessary trips and carpools when possible. During the winter months, however, we often watch a movie in the evening while enjoying a wood-burning fireplace. This fireplace heats the family room, which seems more sensible than cranking up the gas furnace to waste energy heating the whole house when we are only using a small part of it. In addition, natural gas is not a renewable resource (wood is). Now the South Coast Air Quality Management District is recommending banning the use of wood-burning fireplaces to limit pollution. Rather than starting with this ridiculously small area of concern, why doesn't it focus on the big polluters? Ships, locomotives, big-rigs, lawnmowers and leaf blowers — the list goes on. By starting with the smallest offenders and working up, it will take several generations to make a noticeable difference in air quality. It is too bad that these officials can't use common sense.

TERRIE AND 

ROGER MCKINLEY

Aliso Viejo

• 

Not everyone uses their fireplace for ambience. We live in a historic 1903 Craftsman and use our fireplace not only in the winter but rely on it for our home's heating needs. Without it, the house goes cold. I'll be the first one in my neighborhood to fight tickets and fines for using our only source for heat. What's next? Banning barbecues in the summer?

JEFF CAMP

Los Angeles

• 

I wholeheartedly agree with doing away with wood-burning fireplaces. On my lunch hour last week, I strolled to the Ralph’s grocery store across the street and there, at the front door, was a colossal stack of firewood (next to a pyramid of charcoal briquettes) to be purchased for burning. With L.A. assuming its place, once again, as the American city with the worst air quality, banning wood-burning and charcoal-burning grills and fireplaces is appropriate. They are dirty and sooty and nothing more than habit or what we have become accustomed to. In all honesty, who needs them?

ELLEN HAGEMAN

Los Angeles
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Southland air district limits fireplace use

Ricardo DeAratanha/Los Angeles Times

Fireplaces are used in about 1.4 million of the 5 million households in the Los Angeles basin.

The AQMD bans the burning of wood on high-pollution days during winter months, usually about two dozen days.

By Janet Wilson, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer 

March 8, 2008

Curling up in front of a cozy wood fire on a nippy night will be banned in many parts of Southern California on bad air days under new regulations passed Friday by regional air regulators.

Citing public health concerns in the heavily polluted Los Angeles Basin, the South Coast Air Quality Management District board voted unanimously to impose hefty fines on homeowners who burn wood in fireplaces on high-pollution days during winter months -- usually about two dozen days.
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Read AQMD fireplace ordinance
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Is it necessary to limit fireplace use in Southern California?
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"This is a fair trade-off," district Executive Director Barry Wallerstein said. "This is about trading personal rights for cleaner air and public health."

Builders will be banned from installing wood-burning fireplaces in new homes, and it will be illegal to buy and install one when remodeling a home. Gas-burning fireplaces will be allowed.

Restaurants with wood-fired ovens, such as California Pizza Kitchen, will not be affected by daily bans. Nor will homeowners who rely on a fireplace for heat, or who have properties at an elevation above 3,000 feet.

Coastal areas that don't experience as many high-pollution days probably will be unaffected. Beach fires and ceremonial fires used by tribes also will be allowed.

Fireplaces are used in about 1.4 million of the 5 million households governed by the district, producing an average six tons a day of particulate soot in the air basin, according to the air district.

Numerous studies have linked fine particulate matter, which sinks deep into the lungs, to increased lung and respiratory problems. State officials say an estimated 5,000 premature deaths each year in the region are linked to fine particulate exposure.

About 106 tons of fine particulate soot is directly emitted every day in the Los Angeles area, according to the air district. The new regulations will reduce that by an average of about 1 ton a day.

The winter wood-burning ban will apply in areas where forecasts show federal daily limits for fine particulate matter will be exceeded. That will amount to about two dozen days from November to March each year, regulators said.

Residents most likely to be affected by the regulation include those in the Inland Empire and the San Gabriel Valley, where soot carried by prevailing winds is trapped by mountains.

Many see any kind of ban as an invasion of home and hearth.

"You're not going to regulate my chimney," Stewart Cumming of San Bernardino told the board during a heated public hearing in Diamond Bar. He vowed to continue using his fireplace as he chose.

He and others said it made no sense for the district to pursue such a small pollution source while its other policies allow large polluters to buy exemptions from stiff air pollution limits.

"But you're going to come into my house and tell me where, when and how I can burn wood in my fireplace?" Cumming asked. "I'm not really following the contradiction here very well."

"This is personal for a lot of people," said Burten Carraher, who builds custom fireplaces and chimneys. "Fireplaces are not used that often in Los Angeles. But for people who do, it's a place of comfort.

"It's a place where they relax, and I cannot imagine the number of fireplaces used for that purpose should be addressed in this major, major manner. . . . This is a personal pleasure. It's one of the few things they can enjoy -- besides a television I guess -- that makes it a home."

Southland regulators said federal and state laws require them to go after every possible pollution source. More than a dozen other air pollution districts across the state already have fireplace controls in place.

Some homeowners and health organizations wanted stricter bans, saying they were sick of choking on neighbors' smoke, which aggravates asthma and other potentially deadly health conditions. One Redlands woman at the hearing described coughing and "expectorating" every evening on a regular walk through her neighborhood when wood fires are burning.

"This is very tame; this is really the minimum we need to be doing," said Martin Schlageter of the Coalition for Clean Air.

District enforcers said they would count on peeved neighbors as the front line in enforcing the new rules, with inspectors responding to phone complaints of illegal smoke. Fines will run as high as $500 per violation.

The agency removed a provision that Realtors said would have further hurt an already sagging real estate market: requiring wood-burning fireplaces to be removed or blocked off when a home was sold.

Colleen Callahan of the American Lung Assn.'s Los Angeles office argued unsuccessfully that the board should restore the measure.

"When a potential homeowner is seeking to purchase a home, they're not going to say 'Where's the wood?' They're going to say where's the clean air in Southern California,' " she said.

Board members also granted a request by home builders to hold off on enforcing the construction ban for a year. District officials estimate the cost of installing a natural-gas fireplace is about $500 more than a traditional wood-burning one. The overall ban on wood burning will begin in November 2011, to give the public time to learn about the program and its aims.

The board also approved a $500,000 program to give cash incentives to homeowners who trade out polluting fireplaces for cleaner natural-gas models. The district is seeking proposals from large home improvement chains to design and implement that program.

Salesmen for natural gas fired hearth and barbecue grills were on hand at the hearing and outside displaying their wares.

"This is not the end of using your fireplace by any means," said John Crouch of the Hearth, Patio and Barbecue Assn.

janet.wilson@latimes.com
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	DISCUSSION

Is the wood-burning ban a good move?

 

1. There seems to be a lot of unanswered questions How did the AQMD survey, and find that 1.4 million fireplaces were being used 24 days a year(average) during the months of November through March? Is that a potential or an actual reading? How are the particulates measured and how do they discern between a fireplace particulate and the 106 tons of natural particulates that exist within the limits LA District? How many of the estimated 5000 deaths were because of natural particulates as opposed to emitted? These are a few of the questions that I feel were not addressed.

Submitted by: Paul E. Glancy

12:27 AM PDT, Mar 11, 2008
 

2. What a bunch of @#$% politicians at the AQMD. This is another attack on personal freedom that has little to do with the problem. Also, if no one else has mentioned it, they are contributing to the firewood vendors going out of business. This is another in the growing list of reasons to get out of California.

Submitted by: Steve Carr

2:49 PM PDT, Mar 10, 2008
 

3. I BURN WOOD. HERE IS THE NEAT THING ABOUT IT. NO ENERGY COMPANY MAKES MONEY WHEN I HEAT WITH WOOD. THIS IS ALSO THE SAME CONCEPT THAT WILL EVENTUALLY END MY RIGHT TO DO SO. TREES ARE RENEWABLE AND DON'T NEED TO BE TRANSPORTED SEVERAL TIMES AND REFINED LIKE PETRO. ALL I NEED IS AN ELECTRIC CAR CHARGED BY A WINDMILL AND I WILL BE FREE OF MY ENSLAVEMENT BY THE ENERGY INDUSTRY. THAT'S WHY WE DON'T SEE SUCH CAR ABOUNDING TODAY. BY THE WAY I AM A TRUE RIGHT WINGER: LESS GOVERNMENT INTRUSION + LESS TAXES GIVES THEM LESS POWER TO PLAY US LIKE FOOLS

Submitted by: JIM

9:29 AM PDT, Mar 10, 2008
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Restrictions Placed On Wood-Burning Fireplaces In SoCal

Officials: Homeowners Who Burn Wood On Bad Air Days Will Be Fined
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LOS ANGELES -- Television images of cozy fireplaces will often have to do next winter after air pollution regulators imposed restrictions limiting the use of wood-burning fireplaces in Southern California.

Under new regulations passed Friday by the South Coast Air Quality Management District, homeowners who burn wood in fireplaces on bad air days will face fines of up to $500. Builders will be banned from installing wood-burning fireplaces in new homes, although they can install gas-burning fireplaces, and stores can only sell clean-burning grades of wood.

Burning trash in fireplaces is prohibited.

Regulators said the "Healthy Hearths" initiative will help the air district meet a 2017 deadline to bring particle pollution levels down to healthy levels.

The AQMD has jurisdiction over Orange County, most of Los Angeles County and the western portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It estimates that the 1.4 million fireplaces used in its district emit an average six tons a day of particulate soot -- four times the amount produced by all of the power plants in the region.

The winter wood-burning ban will apply in areas where forecasts show federal daily limits for fine particulate matter will be exceeded. That will amount to about two dozen days from November to March each year, regulators said.

Similar rules are already in place in the San Joaquin Valley and the Sacramento area, and San Francisco Bay area air regulators have proposed wood burning rules.

Critics say the rules invade their rights at home.

"This is personal for a lot of people," said Burten Carraher, who builds custom fireplaces and chimneys. "Fireplaces are not used that often in Los Angeles. But for people who do, it's a place of comfort."

District executive director Barry Wallerstein called the regulations a "fair trade-off."

"This is about trading personal rights for cleaner air and public health," he said.
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Friday, March 7, 2008

The next pollution frontier: your fireplace

New smog rule would prohibit wood-burning fireplaces in new homes and limit residential wood burning during smog episodes.

By PAT BRENNAN

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

Comments 14 | Recommend 0
Smoking chimneys could go the way of smoke-filled restaurants under proposed smog rules aimed at curtailing the use of wood-burning fireplaces in Orange County and the rest of the Los Angeles basin.

Regional smog regulators today will consider banning the installation of traditional wood-fueled hearths in new homes, limiting sales of wood-burning devices, and, by 2013, even placing mandatory limits on burning wood in home fireplaces during heavy smog episodes.

The new rules, which would affect Orange County and parts of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties, are similar to those being considered, or already put in place, by air-quality regulators throughout California.

"If you look at it legally, if you look at the health implications, this is the time to adopt this regulation," said Elaine Chang, deputy executive officer at the South Coast Air Quality Management District.

The new rules might make it tougher even to find wood to burn. One provision would ban the sale of firewood that has not been properly seasoned to reduce its moisture content – and hence its ability to produce smoke.

The worry for regulators is fine particle pollution, bits of soot and other particles 2.5 microns in diameter or smaller. The particles can work their way deep into the lungs, potentially causing a variety of health problems.

The Los Angeles basin still has the nation's worst air quality, despite improvements in recent years, including the highest levels of fine particles.

And the regulators have a deadline: a federal mandate to cut such pollution by 2015. The South Coast Air Quality Management District, which is considering the new rules, must find ways to reduce fine particles or face penalties, such as suspension of federal highway funds.

Many of the most obvious smog sources are already tightly regulated. The district is responsible for "stationary" pollution sources, such as businesses and manufacturers, while the state Air Resources Board regulates "mobile" sources such as cars and trucks.

So the agency is targeting even some residential smog sources that might move them toward the 2015 goal.

Now, that includes the estimated 1.4 million homes with working fireplaces in the Los Angeles basin.

Fireplaces emit about 6 tons per day of particle pollution in the basin, or 13 tons during the winter wood-burning season – only a portion of the 106 tons per day of fine particulate pollution pumped into the basin's air each year.

Smoke from wood burning, however, pumps four times more particulate pollution into the air as the dozens of power plants in the basin. And the pollution itself can be far more hazardous than other kinds of air pollution.

Wood smoke is mainly made up of particles 2.5 microns in size, or smaller. Such particles are estimated to cause 5,000 premature deaths in the basin each year. They can worsen heart and lung disease, and could cause cancer.

The proposed new rules also include a $500,000 incentive program starting this fall for homeowners to install less polluting, gas-log sets in their wood-burning fireplaces.

They could get a $100 to $150 credit toward such replacements.

If the new rules were adopted, cleaner-burning fireplace systems also would be required when fireplaces are replaced or added to existing homes.

Outdoor fire enthusiasts would be safe: campfires and beach bonfires would be excluded from the new rules.

Wood-burning cook stoves, such as pizza ovens, also would be exempt.

But the small, decorative, wood-burning devices that have become popular for backyards, such as "chimeneas," would not be exempt if burning restrictions were put into effect.

Neither would backyard fire pits.

And the penalty for burning anyway if the restrictions begin in 2013?

They sound a little like traffic violations. The penalty for a first offense would be taking an online class or paying a $50 fine.

A second offense would require installation of a gas setup in the fireplace, or payment of a $150 fine.

A third offense would bring a $500 penalty or participation in an environmental enhancement project.

OC science news: http://sciencedude.freedomblogging.com/
Contact the writer: 714-796-7865 or pbrennan@ocregister.com.
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No More Wood Burning Fireplaces In Parts of Southern California
Bad news for those of us who enjoy a wood log or two on the fire during our chillier months here in LA. The South Coast Air Quality Management District board voted unanimously to impose fines on homeowners who burn wood in fireplaces on high-pollution days during winter months...

The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday that fines will run as high as $500 per violation and inspectors will respond to phone complaints. Cleaner natural-gas models are not affected by this new regulation, and the ban is specifically aimed at regions in the Inland Empire and the San Gabriel Valley where air pollution is higher because of surrounding mountains.

[photo credit: zebbie]
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AQMD bans wood-burning fireplaces

By Kristin S. Agostoni, Staff Writer

Article Launched: 03/07/2008 11:34:38 PM PST

Home builders throughout Southern California will be banned from installing wood-burning fireplaces under a new set of anti-smog regulations adopted Friday.

And residents already used to lighting a fire in the chilly winter months could eventually be restricted from doing so when the air quality is poor.

The agency responsible for controlling the region's air pollution approved its first fireplace restrictions as a means of reducing emissions from fine particles - the soot spewed into the air from wood-burning fireplaces as well as from cars and power plants.

"Wood smoke from fireplaces and wood stoves causes more than four times as much fine particulate pollution as all the power plants in our region," William Burke, chairman of the South Coast Air Quality Management District's governing board, said in a statement.

The AQMD blames the estimated 1.4million wood-burning fireplaces and stoves across its four-county service area for releasing an average of six tons of fine particles a day in 2006. During the winter, officials say, wood-burning emissions can amount to 13 tons a day.

Fine particles can lodge deeply into a person's lungs, and are believed to contribute to roughly 5,000 premature deaths each year, according to state Air Resources Board estimates.

AQMD officials believe the rules will cut fine particulate emissions by one ton a day by 2014.

The rules adopted Friday will take effect at different stages and include some exceptions.

Among the restrictions:

Trash cannot be burned, and commercial wood distributors must sell firewood with 20 percent or less moisture content from July through February, effective immediately.

Beginning next March, builders will not be permitted to install any wood-burning devices in any new construction projects. Also, indoor and outdoor wood-burning devices can be added to existing homes or businesses only if they meet certain standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency, or are pellet-fueled or cleaner-burning masonry heaters.

A program restricting residential wood-burning could be enacted in 2011, depending on air pollution levels and would keep residents from throwing logs onto the fire on bad air days from November to February. Penalties range from $50 for a first offense to $500 the third time the law is broken.

But the rules do provide exceptions for low-income households and people who use wood-burners as a sole heating source. Similarly, they wouldn't affect cooking stoves and wood-burning ovens used by restaurants and pizza parlors.

And a popular tradition in the South Bay and Harbor Area - lighting bonfires on the sand at Dockweiler and Cabrillo beaches - is also exempt.

As part of the agency's so-called Healthy Hearths program, the air quality agency will offer grants of up to $150 for people wanting to trade wood-burning fireplaces for their gas log counterparts.

At the hearing Friday, some residents complained that restricting burning on days when the air quality is poor would infringe on their property rights.

But in the South Bay, some say alternative types of fireplaces are already the norm.

Neal Singleton of Okell's fireplace store on Pacific Coast Highway in Hermosa Beach said most customers wanting to install fireplaces in their homes are looking for gas log-burners and even electric models. And those who insist on burning firewood can purchase EPA-certified fireplaces and free-standing wood stoves, he added.

"It would have hurt 10 to 15 years ago," Singleton said of the rules, as he turned up the gas on a collection of ceramic logs that looked nearly identical to wooden ones.

"There's so much stuff now that it's just not the way it used to be."

Some local builders also seemed unconcerned about the restrictions that will go into effect next year.

Anastasi Construction Co. in Torrance hasn't installed wood-burning fireplaces in six years, an employee said, and Mark Kawa of Lane Building Design in Redondo Beach said his company has also gotten away from the practice and installs mostly gas units.

"It hasn't really been much of an issue," Kawa said.

The largest new community taking shape on the Westside - Playa Vista - also would be unaffected, a spokesman said.

kristin.agostoni@dailybreeze.com
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Wood Burning Fires Places Expelled by Government in Southern California

Sunday 9 March 2008
In a sad reminder of the power of government, without facts, or need, wood burning fireplaces may only be used when government allows. Next will be TV—you know that TV gives off radiation—so only three hours a day will be allowed. Oh, and only one, 19 inch TV set per household.. Sounds silly, right, just as silly as government saying kids can’t drink soda in school.

This is the time to tell the government where it can go. It is corrupt, incompetent and does not allow for freedom. This is another example.

When will the people tell government to protect it, and then leave us alone? Do you want government to control the type of milk you can drink? Oh, in California, the legislature has, by regulation, outlawed raw milk—with no evidence it is harmful. While they tell us wood burning fireplaces in Southern California will be outlawed by about 24 days a year, that is a slippery slope. Who really determines those days? Worse, they are using your money to give vouchers to buy new gas fireplaces. Schools don’t have money, roads are going to pot, health care is being cut back, but you will get a voucher paid for by yourself, through taxes, to get you a new gas fire place instead.

Now you know why we have a deficit, government is spending your money to control your life.

Southland air district limits fireplace use The AQMD bans the burning of wood on high-pollution days during winter months, usually about two dozen days.
By Janet Wilson, Los Angeles Times, 3/8/08

Curling up in front of a cozy wood fire on a nippy night will be banned in many parts of Southern California on bad air days under new regulations passed Friday by regional air regulators.

Citing public health concerns in the heavily polluted Los Angeles Basin, the South Coast Air Quality Management District board voted unanimously to impose hefty fines on homeowners who burn wood in fireplaces on high-pollution days during winter months — usually about two dozen days.

"This is a fair trade-off," district Executive Director Barry Wallerstein said. "This is about trading personal rights for cleaner air and public health."

Builders will be banned from installing wood-burning fireplaces in new homes, and it will be illegal to buy and install one when remodeling a home. Gas-burning fireplaces will be allowed.

Restaurants with wood-fired ovens, such as California Pizza Kitchen, will not be affected by daily bans. Nor will homeowners who rely on a fireplace for heat, or who have properties at an elevation above 3,000 feet.

Coastal areas that don’t experience as many high-pollution days probably will be unaffected. Beach fires and ceremonial fires used by tribes also will be allowed.

Fireplaces are used in about 1.4 million of the 5 million households governed by the district, producing an average six tons a day of particulate soot in the air basin, according to the air district.

Numerous studies have linked fine particulate matter, which sinks deep into the lungs, to increased lung and respiratory problems. State officials say an estimated 5,000 premature deaths each year in the region are linked to fine particulate exposure.

About 106 tons of fine particulate soot is directly emitted every day in the Los Angeles area, according to the air district. The new regulations will reduce that by an average of about 1 ton a day.

The winter wood-burning ban will apply in areas where forecasts show federal daily limits for fine particulate matter will be exceeded. That will amount to about two dozen days from November to March each year, regulators said.

Residents most likely to be affected by the regulation include those in the Inland Empire and the San Gabriel Valley, where soot carried by prevailing winds is trapped by mountains.

Many see any kind of ban as an invasion of home and hearth.

"You’re not going to regulate my chimney," Stewart Cumming of San Bernardino told the board during a heated public hearing in Diamond Bar. He vowed to continue using his fireplace as he chose.

He and others said it made no sense for the district to pursue such a small pollution source while its other policies allow large polluters to buy exemptions from stiff air pollution limits.

"But you’re going to come into my house and tell me where, when and how I can burn wood in my fireplace?" Cumming asked. "I’m not really following the contradiction here very well."

"This is personal for a lot of people," said Burten Carraher, who builds custom fireplaces and chimneys. "Fireplaces are not used that often in Los Angeles. But for people who do, it’s a place of comfort.

"It’s a place where they relax, and I cannot imagine the number of fireplaces used for that purpose should be addressed in this major, major manner. . . . This is a personal pleasure. It’s one of the few things they can enjoy — besides a television I guess — that makes it a home."

Southland regulators said federal and state laws require them to go after every possible pollution source. More than a dozen other air pollution districts across the state already have fireplace controls in place.

Some homeowners and health organizations wanted stricter bans, saying they were sick of choking on neighbors’ smoke, which aggravates asthma and other potentially deadly health conditions. One Redlands woman at the hearing described coughing and "expectorating" every evening on a regular walk through her neighborhood when wood fires are burning.

"This is very tame; this is really the minimum we need to be doing," said Martin Schlageter of the Coalition for Clean Air.

District enforcers said they would count on peeved neighbors as the front line in enforcing the new rules, with inspectors responding to phone complaints of illegal smoke. Fines will run as high as $500 per violation.

The agency removed a provision that Realtors said would have further hurt an already sagging real estate market: requiring wood-burning fireplaces to be removed or blocked off when a home was sold.

Colleen Callahan of the American Lung Assn.’s Los Angeles office argued unsuccessfully that the board should restore the measure.

"When a potential homeowner is seeking to purchase a home, they’re not going to say ’Where’s the wood?’ They’re going to say where’s the clean air in Southern California,’ " she said.

Board members also granted a request by home builders to hold off on enforcing the construction ban for a year. District officials estimate the cost of installing a natural-gas fireplace is about $500 more than a traditional wood-burning one. The overall ban on wood burning will begin in November 2011, to give the public time to learn about the program and its aims.

The board also approved a $500,000 program to give cash incentives to homeowners who trade out polluting fireplaces for cleaner natural-gas models. The district is seeking proposals from large home improvement chains to design and implement that program.

Salesmen for natural-gas fired hearth and barbecue grills were on hand at the hearing and outside displaying their wares.

"This is not the end of using your fireplace by any means," said John Crouch of the Hearth, Patio and Barbecue Assn.
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